G.P. Obstetrics in the Future SIR,-I do not share Dr. G. Lloyd's pessinismn (111 January, p. 79) regarding the future of the general practitioner obstetrician and suggest that some of his evidence is erroneous or open to alternative interpretation. Firstly, the num1ber of successful candidates for the Diploma of Obstetrics has risen steadily since the mid-60s (see figure) 
Withdrawal Symptoms in Newborn Infants
of Epileptic Mothers SIR,-It is a well-known fact that infants born to narcotic addicts may show withdrawal symptoms, including vomiting, though it is less well-publicized that withdrawal of other drugs may produce vomiting in the neonate. We have noticed that infants born to epileptic mothers often show drug withdrawal effects, including hypotonia, iritability, and vomiting. The vomiting tends to occur during the first two or three days following delivery and is usually confined to babies whose mothers have been having barbiturates (phenobarbitone) as their articonulsant medication. The last few cases we have seen here have usually settled down rpidly after a single intramuscular dose of amylobarbitone, though one infant, whose mnther had uncontrolled epilepsy necessitating large doses of many anticonvulsants, took several days to recover.
As epilepsy is a common disorder, we find that this cause of vomiting is one of the more likely in the differential diagnosis of neonatal vomiting.-I am, etc.,
M. J. ERrrH General Hospital, Northampton
Non-invasive Investigations of the Brain SIR,-We read with considerable interest your leading article on this subject (10 May, P. 295). We would like to comment on some of the points made in that article since we feel they need clarification.
A comparison of non-invasive investigations of the brain is implicit in the article, which follows the current trend of emplasizing the potential of the E.M.I. scanner. However, it is misleading to say that the advent of E.M. In spite of these 'Sbad days" for nuclear medicine the accuracy of analogue brain scanning i's generally estimated at 85%. So far as we can foresee now, this figure will improve with computer-assisted isotope scanning. This is a considerable asset for a technology which at the moment has not only passed the test of tinme but also offers the advante of not employing a singlepurpose machine. SiR,-I wish to comment on your epidemiological report on an outbreak of dermatophytosis (29 March, p. 745). It is stated that "Epidermophyton floccosum usually causes tinea pedis or tinea cruris" and "where there is an obvious reservoir of infection, the speies is quite frequently found as a cause of small outbreaks" of these conditions. It is also stated that E. floccosum "rarely causes ithe tinea corporis described" in the report and it is suggested that the infection throughout a geriatric ward came after the admission of a simpleuon who was scratching vigor- Improving the Service SIR,-It is clear that, in part at least, 1975 will be remembered for the confrontation between the various branches of the profession and the Government. However justified our several disputes have been, at the end of the day it is still our responsibility (and for most of us our earest desire) to provide the best possible service for our patients.
Realistic remunertion and iterms of semioe will make the profession more content, but much more than this will be required to counteract the erosion of medical standards and the constant deteriortion in facilities for patient care in the foreseeable future as the N.H.S. purse-strings, in common with all others, get progressively .ghter.
Tbe simple fact, but one ghat successive levels of N.H.S. administration 'have failed 'to correct, is that the NH.S. is grossly inefficient. There is far too much duplication of services, due largely to the haphazard nature in which the service has proliferated.
The numerous cardiothoracic and renal transplant units within the London area illustrate this, as does the situation in Birmingham, where two major accident and emergency departments exist at separate hospitals, within 2 miles of each other-with full duplication of manpower and equipment. In many large cities (and Liverpool is a prime example) there may ibe any number of hospitals within a 10-nile radius worling far below true capacity (though most may appear "busy") but each professing to provide full emergency servies 24 hours a day for a wide range of medical, isurgical, and gynaecological conditions. If the premise of inefficiency is accepted, it is then easy to appreciate that proper use of medical man, power might well reveal that, contrary ito popular bele, there is no true shortge of hospital doctors in this country. As it is, our ratio of doctors to patients is higher than virtually every other country.
Though the service at present is wasteful of money and manpower, it is readily ava,ilable and convenient for the vast majority of patients and itheir relatives, for in most areas 
